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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(Interpretations)

For 2008 League Year
(updated 8/1/2007)
(most recent change/additions are underlined aniolurg)

The questions and answers in this document arepnetations or clarifications of the USTA League
Tennis Regulations. The sections are requiretitbecby these interpretations.

If a Section, District or Local League does notdnawequlation in place to handle an issue and
there is a national Championship regulation on iggte, the Section, District or Local League
must follow the Championship requlation.
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CHAMPIONSHIPS PROCEDURES

2/1/07

USTA Super Senior Division National

championships have been moved to a

spring timeline.

Since year-end ratings are published in

November, what rating will the players

be using for this national?

Individuals advancing to any championship held

after the publishing of the NTRP year-end ratings

will participate at the level appearing on theicdb
league roster prior to year-end publishing, be it
higher or lower than their year-end rating. If
advancing from an Early Start League for the
championship year, the players will follow the
option selected by the section.

Exception to this is a player who has reached the

DOQ level with their year-end rating must adjust

his/her playing partner to not exceed the combin
rating level.(See NTRP Rating segment for those
options)

1/1/98

Updated
8/1/2007

ina

And

We require players to choose which tear

Can a player play on only one tean
given championship?

L

n another teamadvancing to another championshij

Players who qualify on more than one team for
championship competition may be required by
their sections to choose which team they will
represent.

If the section uses this authordnd their
requlation states that the player's decision is
final and binding and that they may not re-join

they will play on prior to advancing to

sectionals. Does National require a play

eithe next level of championship of that player's

it is the District/Section’s responsibility to adei

to chose?

ineligibility for a given team.

If the Section permits participation on more than
one team, no consideration shall be given by the
tournament staff in scheduling matches.

At national championships forsingle NTRPlevel
the player will have to declare which team they

will represent.

At national championships hostimgpre than one
NTRP Level/Division, the Tournament Committes
for that event will state in writing whether an
individual may play on more than one team at
different NTRP levels and Divisions.

See Regulations 3.01H(5) d & e, 5.01H(5)d ¢

9%

o

1%

Y

e and 6.01H(5)d & e

A — CHAMPIONSHIP PROCEDURES
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1/1/98 When a player is disqualified during It depends on the basis for the disqualificatign
achampionship,is only the player's lastduring the championship. (See Local League
match considered a loss, or are all Procedures Section for how the same issues are
previous matches considered as lossesRandled at the Local level.)

f/g‘é%jd Eligibility DQ :

Regulations 2.02D(4)c states “during round

robin,” all matches played by the disqualified gy
For questions dealing with Local 2.02D(4)d states “in single elimination” the last
disqualification - See either Local individual match played by the player .
Procedures or NTRP Disqualification. |Dynamic DQ:

The scoring procedure is determined by the
option chosen by the section regarding
disqualification_during or aftethe championships.
The section option should be provided to all caystal
See Regulation 3.04D(2)

Grievance upheldinvolving other issues — the
Grievance Committee may direct the correction of
violations by reasonable means, including suspensio
of a player or team. . .
1/1/98 If as a result of a default a player ig Yes, if the 6-0, 6-0 win occurred during the
credited with a 6-0, 6-0 win, and if suchi championship round robin competition.
player is subsequenttjynamic NTRP No, if the 6-0, 6-0 win occurred during single
disqualified, would such win then elimination competition, since only the last
become a loss? individual match played shall be considered a loss.
See Regulation: 3.03K
1/1/98 Yes. If the winning team cannot participate in
May a section association permit a/ the next level of competition, a section assocmtic
team, other than the winning team at a| may select the second place team; and if the segond
specific level of competition, to place team is unable to participate, then a section
participate in the next level of association may select another team which in the
competition? judgment of the section association is best
qualified.

See Regulation: 3.02C

1/1/98 Does the use of a wild card team i No. In accordance with the guidelines set
area or section championships conflict| forth in the League Championships Wild Card
with any USTA League Regulation? Procedures, a section association may adopt wild

card procedures for its area and section
championships.

See Regulation: 3.03A(1)

1/1/98 In the event that a tournament uses TennisLink will only accept one scoring
two different scoring methods and a tie] method during a championship event. In the event

g/lif/jg;ed develops, how does the championships the Championships Committee alters the format

committee break the tie?

from regular scoring to a pro-set or other

A — CHAMPIONSHIP PROCEDURES
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acceptable format, so there is a combination of t
two scoring methods and a tie develops, all
matches will be converted to best of 2 or 3 tie-
break sets using the Conversion Chart Procedur
provided by the national office. The converted
scores as published in TennisLink will be the
official score and tie-break process.

D
(7]

1/1/98 Within USTA League Regulation Interpretation: "In contention has been defined
dealing with Scoring a Team Default, | as "Any team that has a mathematical chance to
what is the definition of "in contention?’| win or place second in the event at the time the

default occurs.”

1/1/98 Can a team advance to a Yes, in order to allow a team to advance to a
championship level from a “team championship level from a “team tournament”,
tournament”? they must meet the requirements of a local league.

Of course teams/players must also meet the basjic
requirements of age, membership, match
requirements, or NTRP computer rating.

1/13/99 If a local league or area/district hag NO.
only one team at a Division (e.g. Adult, They must play a local league first. If there is

Updated | Senjor) can they go directly to the only one team in each of the districts they could

9/1/02 District/Section Championships? play their local league at the section champiorship

and the winner advance.

8/5/02 What happens when a team has finished ahhe team won their next year’s early start locadjiee
Early Start League for the following before their current year section championships.

also season before they compete in the current They win sections and advance to current year

foundin | year section championships and then win national championships. As the team may not have

Eﬁ;be the sectiqn championship and_ the knOV\_/n they would be ad\_/ancing to nationals the

lity opportu_nlty to advance to Natlonals’?_ Section myequest a waiver for them yo stay
Regulation 3.03A(6) and 3.06C require | together following this national championship yefr.
that team split up for the next year — in thjsthe waiver is granted thewust split up for the next
case the next year is almost finished. available championship league year.

1/1/02 How many matches may a team play perChampionships using best of 2 tie-break sets with a

updated | day during championship? 3 match tie-break may schedule no more than

11/15/05 three matches per day per team. A minimum of 30

minutes rest (Senior Divisions — 1 hour) will be
provided between matches.
If weather or unforeseen circumstances impact the

completion of the event the Tournament

more matches. If a team/player enters more tha

Committee may use shortened formats and requfqre

A — CHAMPIONSHIP PROCEDURES
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one Division or event then these limitations shall
apply separately to each. No consideration steal
given by the tournament staff in scheduling
matches.

See Regulations and Procedures Implementatiof
Set or Match Tie-break in Lieu of a Third Set.

8/5/02

We have a two-team league; both tean

have the required amount of players
registered. The one team defaults all
their matches to the other team. May t
team receiving the defaults progress to
championship?

sNo.

ne

No league has actually taken place. This is
paper with no attempt to play.

7/29/02

Updated
1/25/04

If an individual is_dynamically
disqualified at a championship in which
(s)he had also qualified at a higher leve
can they then elect to participate at the
higher level during that same
championship?

Yes, IF the section permits participation on more
than one championship team per event.

éee regulation 3.01H(5)d, 5.01H(5)d and 6.01H(|

O1

)d

A — CHAMPIONSHIP PROCEDURES
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ters

ELIGIBILITY

1/1/98 If two players on the roster of a 4.5 No.
adult area championships team were All players on the roster, whose name
unable to compete in the 4.5 adult appears on any match card for that tehat
section and national championships, | advanced to nationals must be part of this
could these two players and three procedure. National Championshgamsmust

Updated teammates who played a match in the] move up one level as a team or disperse to form

9/15/06 4.5 adult national championships play| new teams with no more than three (2 for 2.5 an
on the same adult team in the 5.0)rostered playerson any single team for the
succeeding league year? following league year.

No national regulation requires Move-up/Spl
up for the Mixed or Super Senior Divisions.
However, some sections do require split-up and
you should check your section regulations.
See Regulation: 3.03A(6), 4.04B(2),
5.03A(5)and 6.03A(4)
What if those two team members had | As of 2006 , national championship team membsg
never played a match for the team? that did not play a match on that national team,
including defaults received, are not subject to the
move-up split-up regulation
See Regulation 4.04B(2)

1/1/98 Can a team play at a national Yes. The split up regulation only applies if th

i’/g‘;é‘;ed championships in the adult division and team is participating in the same division.
not have to split up if the same team However, two adult division teams merging
qualifies for senior division the next together could have no more than 3 players total
year or visa versa (naturally, the NTRP whose names appeared on final local league ros
ratings must allow for this to happen.)? of teams at national championships.

See Regulation 3.03A(5)

4/10/99 What happens if more than the allowed If a team violates USTA League Tennis
number of players who were on the Regulations by submitting a roster with more tha
roster at a national championship appeathe allowable number of players that were on the
on a given roster the next year? roster at a National Championships the previous

year, any player, registered beyond the threern(2

llJS/Ciéit/(e)g 2.5, 5.0) allowed, who has not participated in a

match, including defaults received, for the team
will first be removed from the roster (last pergon
register on the team will be first off.) If theata

still does not meet the requirement then the last

=)

fo

national championship individual rostered will be

B - ELIGIBILITY
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disqualified and all matches played by the player
will be considered losses and so on until the 3
player requirement is reached.

If the team roster includes the minimum number |of
players still eligible to play, the team will be
permitted to finish the local season with the
adjusted roster.

Resulting defaults will count towards two
match eligibility requirements for opposing
players. Actual scores of defaulted matches vl b
input for the purpose of generating NTRP ratings.
(See Regulations 3.03A, 3.06C and 4.05)

5/25/00

Updated
2/23/03

Can a player whose league has a waive
start early (before January) register and
play if he/she has not reached the requir
age (19 or 50) but will turn eligible during
the league year?

I to

TennisLink will allow the registration if the leagu
edatch start date is on or after Janualy 1
jTennisLink will prevent the registration of an age-
restricted player (19-Adult, 50-Senior or 60-Super
Senior) if the match start date is before Janudry 1
The section will have to leave registration opest pg
January 1 if they wish to allow these individuals to
participate. A waiver to start the league seasulye
is in effect for most of the sections. No waiver
has been requested or given to allow participation
before reaching the required age.

See Regulations: 3.01C; 4.01, 5.01C and 6.01C -
Age

1/1/98

Updated
9/01/02

If USTA Membership expiration
occurs during championships
competition, and if no renewal
application is filed prior to such
expiration, will such player become an
ineligible player?

Yes.

Note: If, of course, it is determined prior to
the commencement of any competition that a
player does not have a current USTA membership,
the player can and mustmediately apply for a
membership renewal or be disqualified.
TennisLink will supply the championship staff
with a report of all participants needing renewal
and the event staff should work to see no player fis
disqualified for this reason.

See Regulations: 1.11C and 3.03A(4)

1/1/98
Updated
9/1/02

If a player's name or domicile is
misrepresented, or the player
misrepresents or fails to disclose

relevant facts relating to participation in participation. Failure to do so can result in

the USTA League Tennis Program,

Yes.
It is essential that a player truthfully disclose
all facts relevant to USTA League Tennis Program

disqualification.

does the player become ineligible and

B - ELIGIBILITY
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subject to disqualification?

|

7112199 If a player is winning 4-2 in the first ADVANCEMENT: The match will count for
set and then retires, does this count for thadvancement for all players involved regardless
person’s computer rating?” This playerhow many points/ games were played.
12/8/99 already successfully completed one majch See 3.03A(2); 3.030
earlier in the season. NTRP YEAR-END RATING: No. Computer
Methodology states “Defaults or retirements in
which neither player(s) wins six (6) or more games
are not part of the rating calculation.” In thesea
stated the match would not count as tffen®atch
playedin order to receive a year-end ratinghe
player would not receive a published year-end
rating because the retired match did not have reithe
player with 6 games won.
7127199 We are considering implementing ja Yes.
rule that would limit the number of That would be an amplification and you coul
players returning on the same team thatdo it.
participated at Section champs the
previous year, just like the National
rule. Is this permissible under the
rules?
8/5/02 What happens when a team has finished
an Early Start League for the following | Answer appears under
season before they compete in the currentChampionship
year section championships and then win
the section championship and the
opportunity to advance to Nationals?
Regulation 3.03A(5) and 3.07C require
that team split up for the next year — in
this case the next year is almost finished.
1/1/98
Regulations 3.01H(5)c controls this topic.
Can a player play on only one team Much flexibility is provided to the Sections by
in the same local league season? either allowing them to set up different local
Updated leagues during the same time if they wish player
8/1/2007

192)

to be able to play on multiple teams or settin@ap
one league thereby able to restrict to only
registering on 1 team per NTRP level

B - ELIGIBILITY
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GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES

1/1/98

Updated

9/1/02

Must the League Grievance
Committee hold a hearing before
rendering a decision?

No.

The League Grievance Committee shall cau
such investigation of the alleged violation to be
made as it deems appropriate. If the League
Grievance Committee then concludes that the fa
clearly require a dismissal of the complaint or
clearly establish a violation, the League Grievan(
Committee can render a decision without a heari

See Regulation 2.62

If League Grievance Committee deems a
hearing is warranted and arrange a hearing, the
parties involved have the right to appear persgna
or by teleconference call and present evidence
before the committee. The League Grievance
Committee's decision shall be in writing and
copied to all parties involved in the complainthelT
decision of the League Grievance Committee sh
be by majority vote.

LEAGUE GRIEVANCE APPEAL COMMITTEE
An important factor here is the League
Grievance Appeal Committee does not have to
meet unless the League Grievance Committee d
not hold a hearing, in which case the League
Grievance Appeal Committee must meet if
requested in writing by any of the parties involve

in the appeal.

The parties to the appeal have the opportunity

to submit in writing the facts/ arguments in suppq
of their respective position.
See Requlation: 2.03B(2)

The League Grievance Appeal Committee h
the power to affirm, modify or reject but may not
impose any harsher penalty of the decision of the
Grievance Committee, and a written copy of its
final and binding decision shall be promptly sent
all interested parties.

See Regulation: 2.038)

1/1/98

How soon after the Grievance
Committee has rendered a decision
must an appeal be filed?

The appeal must be filed within the time fixe
by the League Grievance Committee in its
findings.

Generally speaking the time should not exce

cts

ce

1

all

id

d

=

v

—

ed

C — GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES
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such period of time as reasonably required by th
appealing party to file a written notice of appeal
containing facts and arguments in support thereg
Even more important is whether any delay will
adversely affect the progress of a league or
championship event.

See Regulation: 2.02D(3) an?2l03A

[1°)

—

1/1/98 Who appoints the local, area and| Members for all these committees are to be
section league Grievance Committees approved by the Section League Coordinator.
and Appeal Committees? With the approval of the section association,|a
local league may appoint a Local League
Grievance Committee and a Local League Appeal
Committee.
2.01A(1) and 2.01B(1)
If a section association has area league
competition, it shall appoint Area League
Grievance Committees and Area League Appea

Updated Committees.

9/1/02 2.01A(2) and 2.01B(2)

Each section association shall appoint a
Section League Grievance Committee and Sectipn
League Appeal Committee.

2.01A(2) and 2.01B(2)

2/6/03 Rule 2.02A(2) states that "a complaint | In all cases, the Section League Coordinator must
against the Administration of the Leagueapprove the members of a subordinate Grievance
shall be filed and heard in the same Committee (Rule 2.01A(1)-(2)).
manner as any other complaint.” Rule 2.02A(2) is intended to affirm that the sarasi®d

procedural rights and requirements pertain to
Doesn't the local league Administration grievances against the Administration.
have a conflict of interest in those
instances where it has a substantial role ihe appearance of a conflict may exist where a
Updated nominating and Se]ecting Grievance Grievance Committee organized by the Administration
8/1/07 Committee members? attempts to resolve a complaint filed againstshate
Administration. In such cases, Regulation 2.02A(2
confirms that such grievances shobddreferred to the
next higher level of authority for disposition (Are
District, Section) with the section being the final
authority within a section. All efforts must bede to
avoid even the appearance of a conflict of interest

2/28/03 Can any action be taken against an  |Reg. 2.02B states that such individuals may beestibj
individual or captain who enters or to grievance complaint and possible disqualifigatig
condones entering at one NTRP level

Updated when the player’s actual skill level is at|If matches are to be reversed, the section shifo

the top of the next NTRP level or high

&l the time and scoring constraints listed under

Regulation 2.02C(5) and 2.02D(5) Scoring of

C — GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES
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5/12/04

Updated
1/25/04

Eligibility Disqualification. The Section League
Grievance Committee may establish additional
penalties as they deem appropriate including but 1
limited to disqualification, suspension from league
play or other league sanctions. The section $laai
the option to administer self rate grievances pioor
during or after championship play.

The Section League Grievance Committee decisic

may be appealed in accordance with Regulation 2.

of USTA League Tennis Regulations.

no

n
03

6/13/05

How is a NTRP Self-Rate Grievance to
be handled?

- A NTRP Self-Rate grievance is handled as an
eligibility issue and therefore there is no deadlia
for filing the complaint.

- It must be adjudicated by the Section League
Grievance Committee. It may not be handled by &
local or district league grievance committee unkes:
waiver has been specifically requested and appro
by the USTA League Tennis Committee.

- Regulations specifically state what the penalty
be in the case of an eligibility complaint beinghefu
during the local league season, which will be dein
as the deadline established on TennisLink as the
League Season End Dat8de 2.02B(4)or during
championship play See 2.02C(4)

- Penalties are assessed based on the date of the

Grievance Committee decisiahus determining
whether handled under local league season or
championship.

- If the Grievance Committee believes a player h
deliberately delayed responding in order to avoid
deadlines, the Grievance Committee may decide ft
immediately suspend.

- It should be noted that no self-rate grievances
be handled during the national championships.

ved

Wil

Vil

5/18/04

Eligibility disqualifications are unique in
that we handle an established penalty i
two different ways — if within 24-hours
of local league season — remove all
matches; if after conclusion of local
league by more than 24 hours, matches
stand but individual may not advance.
What controls the penalty phase of an
eligibility disqualification?

Certain eligibility issues such as membership ate ¢
n and dry — you were a member or you were not, at t

time match was played.

NTRP Self Rate eligibility issues require time to

research. The date the decision is sent by thguieea
5 Grievance Committee will control the penalty phase

he

C — GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES
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1/25/04

12/1/04
relocated
from
Self-rate
guestion
in this
section

Can an individual play during a
grievance and/or grievance appeal?

Play during Grievance procedures

An individual may continue to play duriagy
grievance investigation and hearing but must urtaieols
that if upheld, all matches played during that timesy be
defaulted.
Play during Appeal procedures:

If the grievance is upheld, the individual may npt

play during his/her appeal process.

If the grievance is denied and appealed by thg|f

the individual may play during his/her appeal pssdeut
must understand that if the decision of the Griegan
committee is reversed all matches played during tha
time may be defaulted.

See Regulation 2.02A(6) and 2.03A(2) clearly shase
issue.

C — GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES
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LOCAL LEAGUE

PROCEDURES

1/1/98 Can a section association limit the Yes. The section association may limit the
number of players who can play up onlanumber of players that appear on a team roster and
single team? the number of players on that roster that are at a
specific NTRP level.
See Regulations: 3.01B, 5.01B, 6.01B
1/1/98 Can a section association increase No. A section association may only
the minimum number of players recommend such action, e.g., for the purpose of
necessary to form a team? preventing defaults.
Can the section decrease the number jofNo. Not without a waiver from the USTA Leagué
players required on a team. Committee.
See Regulations: 3.01B, 3.06A, 4.02, 5.01B, 6.01B
1/1/98 Can a local league use a team Yes. Each team match in a local league shall
match format consisting of five consist of such number of individual matches of
individual doubles matches? singles, doubles or any combination thereof, as
determined by the local league.
See Regulation: 3.01H(2), 5.01H(2)and
6.01H(2)
1/1/98 In determining the winner of a team Yes. The determination of such winners may
Undated match and the winner of the be the same as that used in championship
1/25%3 competition, can the local league use | competition or other methods selected by the local
methods different from the methods in| league. However, the method needs to work within
championship competition? the TennisLink program.
See Regulation: 3.01H(2)
1/1/98 Can the section determine if players | During a local league playoff, trsection shall
will be permitted to meet eligibility determine if playerswill be permitted to meet the
requirements during a local league requirements of participation in further
1/25/04 playoff? championshipstyvo (2) or three (3)match
Updated requirement).

What is the difference between a local
league play-off and an area
championship?

The difference is players may not qualify to
advance during any championship competition.
Any matches played as part of a local league
playoff below area/district championship may be
considered local leaguwe part of championship,
based upon the procedures published by the
Section.

See Regulations: 1.14 — players may not be

added during local league playoff or any

D — LOCAL LEAGUE PROCEDURES
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championship
3.01A, 3.01H(1), 3.03A(1), 5.01A and 5.01H(1)and
6.01H(1)

2/23/00 Does a player have to choose which | The Section (or District if passed down) may
team (s)he will represent at a local institute regulations restricting participation on
Updated lea layoff if on 2 or more teams? | more than one team in a local league playoff. You
12/1/04 gue playo gue piay
must check with your Section or District to
determine whether they treat local league play-off
as part of championship and restrict participation
on more than one team.
See 3.01H(5)d
12/3/99 Regulation 3.03MChampionship Scoring| Yes. If the section, district or local league doet
a Team Default states: have a specific rule in place to cover a full team
Updated “If a team defaults an entire team match| default it must follow the national championship
9/1/02 for any reason during round robin play, | regulation.
then all matches of that team, played or to Remember, the objective is to play the matchi
be played shall be null and void. . . .” The Section is encouraged to put a procedure aepla
Is the local league required to If they elect to use the championship rule, they
follow this regulation if no alternative rule should be aware that if all teams in contentiorehav
is in place at the section, district or local | played the defaulting team — those scores willdstan
level?
1/1/98 During local round robin competition a| It depends on the basis for the disqualification
player is disqualified. Is only such during the local league play. (See Championship
Updated ' . . .
1211/04 player's last match considered a loss, prProcedures Section for how the same issues are

are all previous matches considered a
losses?

5 handled during championship.)
Eligibility DQ :

Regulations 2.02@) a, b and c. Review this
section as penalty varies based on stage of loca
league.

Dynamic DQ:
Reg. 3.04D(13tates that each Section will establish

under what circumstances — may be different for
computer rated players vs. Self-rated players. The
section option should be provided to all captains

Grievance upheld involving other issues: The
Grievance Committee may direct the correction of
any violations by reasonable means, including
suspension of a player or team.

See Regulation 2.02E(2)

D — LOCAL LEAGUE PROCEDURES

what, if any matches shall be considered losses and
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When does the local league season end@i?e local league season ends on the date publishe
Important because of possible grievangeennisLink as the League Season End Date.

penalties for eligibility issues.

If a Grievance Committee does not render a decsi

self-rate (eligibility question) grievance priorttee end
of the local season by more than 24 hours, theptay
team may not be penalized by removal of matches.

9/15/06

A flight has a triple round robin
scheduled. If there is a full team

default, would all matches in the triple

round robin be considered null and
void?

A district has decided to follow the

championship scoring rules of full team

defaults for their local league.

No.

The key word here is CHAMPIONSHIP rules.
There is usually only one round robin played
during a given championship while a flight may
play 2 or even 4 round robins in their local leag

Each of those RR’s makes up a tier/segment of the

local league season. Each individual tier/segm
will be considered separately for purposes of B
team default.

If there is a full team default in a triple round

ent
ful

robin only the RR tier/segments that have the full

team default will be impacted. Each of the 3

Round Robin segments will be treated as whole

and separate within the local league flight. h# t
first RR was finished and the full team default

occurred during the 2nd RR then all matches for

the first RR would stand.

Also remember that if all teams in contention hiad

played the defaulting team (3.03M), those mat
would stay in the system.

D — LOCAL LEAGUE PROCEDURES
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MATCH PLAY

8/9/2007 Under what date and time should a Use the date of the last outstanding individual
match be entered that was interrupted | match to be completed.
(some positions completed while others
were not) by rain or other situations?

2/1/07 When a match is postponed following | If your section speaks to this issue you will
exchange of line-up, does the original | follow the section/district rule.
line-up stand for the make-up match? | Otherwise, the line-up would stand only for those

positions that had already started (first service
attempt) their match. All other positions, even
those that were in warm-up may be changed.

1/1/98 If after the team captains have Yes. A substitution can be made in this
exchanged their team match cards, a | situation because the first point of the individual
player is injured during the warm-up in| match had not been played. Even if another
an individual match, can a substitution | individual match in the team match had begun, a
be made for the injured player? substitution can still be made in any individual

match that has not begun when there has been an
injury to, iliness of, or a disqualification of dager
or any criteria authorized by the section.
A Section may authorize further situations in which
a substitution may be made.

See Regulation: 3.01H(4)

1/1/98 What happens when two players on The section or championships committee may
a team don't show up that are members authorize the two players be able to play toge#er

1/25/06 of two different doubles teams? the higher position in order to avoid an additiona

Updated default. For example, if the two players came fram

the number one doubles team and the number three
doubles team, these players would play at number
one doubles, the number two doubles team would
remain the same and the default would occur at the
number three doubles position.

The key word is for the section to AUTHORIZE

and this should be done in its section regulations.
See Regulation 3.01H(4)

7/14/03 What happens when a captain expects/states Regulation 3.03L Championship Procedures
that the #1 position (singles or doubles) wi|ll covers this issue as to how defauite to be taken. T
be there shortly, so the opposing captain | #2 singles before the #1 singles; the #3 DoublEsde
permits the other positions (#2 and/or #3) fothe #2 and the #2 doubles before the #1 doubles.
go on the court and start/complete matches,Championship regulations/procedures apply unless a

and then the team(or person) doesn't shov

I)

and a default is recorded at the #1 position”

v gection has developed its own regulation/procedure.

v
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That said, if due to unforeseen circumstances,|the
captains allow (either by word or failure to pretyen
lower position to start out of sequence and l&ker t
higher match ends up a default — all matches stanc
played.

RATIONALE: The captains accepted the
conditions under which the match was played when
(s)he permitted the lower positions to start — Al
matches played in good faith stand.

1/1/98 Is coaching permissible in a league Coaching is not permitted if playing two sets
match? If so, when? with a match tiebreaker. When playing the best pf

three sets, coaching is only permitted between the
second and third sets if there is a rest period
between such sets. Such coaching is not in contlic
with the Rules of Tennis. Itis recommended that
all matches be the best of two sets, with regular
scoring and a set tie-break at 6-all in each bet.

the event of split sets, a set or matiehbreak shall

be played in lieu of a third set with the two miaut
set break with neoaching allowed.

1/1/98 What occurs if a player(s) is on the| If the discovery occurs before the first set haanbe
wrong court in an individual team completed players are to go to the correct courts
match? and begin the matches over. If the discovery

occurs after the first set is completed, the matche
will be completed as startehd count as matches
played in good faith.

1/1/98 How should “known defaults” be In the spirit of good sportsmanship and fair
handled both at the local level and at | play, the opposing team(s) should be advised of |a

Updated championships? known default. The defaulting captain will sti b

able to designate at what positioi“@ngles or %

9/23/03 ,

doubles) a known default will occur.

1/13/00 Can a Section or District require No.
play in order of strength? An individua A local rule requiring playing in order of strehgt
team in the 8.0 Division which has a is in violation of the national regulations. Anye
combined NTRP of 7.5 would play dealing with this issue needs to be removed froan yp
below other individual teams with an 8.0 section, area, or local rules.

NTRP.

1/1/98 Are all matches in the USTA League Yes. The USTA League Tennis Program has
Tennis Program, whether in local, area, been approved by the USTA without any sanction

Updated section or national competition, application.

9/1/02 sanctioned by the USTA?

E — MATCH PLAY



L:\RPG\2008 National Regulations\2008 Q A - Interpretations updated 8-1-07.doc Page 18 of 23

See USTA Regulations IX. Sanctioning
Requlations; C. Sanction Fees . 2 Tennis Leagl

ues

2/1/02

Can you do cross flight matches that w
affect standings? Some teams from
Flight A playing some teams from Fligh
B.

IIReg. 3.01H(1) Round Robin states “Each NTRP
level within a local league shall play at least one

t round robin competition wherein every team play

every other team.
Flights may not randomly select other teams to
play. The principle of teams all having equal
opportunity would come into dispute.
A local league that is looking for more match pla
but does not have sufficient time to completéa 2
full round robin segment may:

Expand the time for the local league and
do a double round robin.

Do smaller flights that would allow a
double round robin

Complete an initial full round robin and
then have the top 4 teams (example) play an
additional round robin and the bottom 4 teams pl
an additional accommodation round robin.

Do a local league play-off where the top
teams in two different flights play a full round
robin and the last 4 teams do the same.

ay

4
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NTRP DISQUALIFICATIONS

8/18/99 The rules state that No. Even though the Mixed Doubles Division does n
NTRP disqualification is not | allow disqualification, it must follow the ruléReg.5.01E)in
part of the Mixed Doubles relation to playing at the correct level. A playéro has been
Division. If a player is moved up as a result of a disqualification in tlieilor Senior
disqualified at the Adult or Divisions must immediately adjusts/her NTRP level of play in
Senior Divisions, are they the Mixed Doubles Division.
allowed to participate at the | The player will have two options:

DQ’ed level in Mixed Option #1.:

Doubles Division for the If a combined NTRP level team, he/she may contimuthat
remainder of the league team by adjusting the levels. (9.0 combined teamyedd4.5
year? player now at 5.0 must play with no greater thdrOgplayer)

Option #2:

If a single NTRP level team, he/she must move updo
appropriate NTRP level or sit out the balance af §eason
depending on the section’s regulations. (A playea combined
NTRP level team may also choose to move up ifeota
allows.)

In the Mixed Doubles Division, all matches playgduntil the
notification of the disqualification will be courte Any match
played at the disqualified level following notiften of the
disqualification will be counted as defaults fog thdividual team
match of the disqualified player and 6-0, 6-0 Worghe
opponents in those individual matches.

1/25/02 Just how far back does a Each individual tier involved in a local leaguaypoff
NTRP disqualification go progression will be considered a separate tiely An
during a local league play- | disqualification occurring during these separatestwill affect
off? What matches need to | only matches in that particular tier. No matchéshe reversed
be reversed? in previous tiers of the local league play-off.

3/21/01 If a player is NTRP If a local NTRP disqualification occurs during carrent

disqualified during the Adult
Local league, what happens
to the matches in other
Divisions?

Adult and/or Senior local league seasons, the diigation shall
affect the matches played by the disqualified playboth
Divisions.

If the seasons are not concurrent or over-lappieg NTRP
disqualification shall affect the matches playedhsydisqualified

player in the season in which the NTRP DQ ocdurre

If a player is disqualified while playing in a Mig Division,
the player shall immediately play at the higheelev

All of this is based upon the knowledge that theti®&n now
determines the penalties to be imposed.

See Mixed Reg. 5.01D

F — NTRP DISQUALIFICATIONS
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4/1/02 Does the section have to No.

hold a hearing on a Dynamic The request for a “hearing” has officially beeamped to a

NTRP Disqualification request for a review. Regulations clearly staaettere will be

where no error in match no consideration of a review without proof of nggor incorrect

results or other missing information.

information is provided? If an individual or captain can produce missingnaorrect
information that information will be reviewed areétplayer and
captain notified of the impact of the additiondbmmation on the
player’s ratings, either resulting in no changtherreversal of the
NTRP disqualification.

6/23/03 | What matches, if any, should
be reversed during local Reversals will be based on the Section’s choiegsdstn the

Updated | |eague or championship play section regulations.

12/1/04 | \when an individual is NTRP | If any match(s) are to be reversed, they will bhaDQ’ed level.
disqualified during If they opt to remove only the last match played;li be the last
participation at a higher match played at the DQ’ed level.

NTRP level. Rational is that there would have been no DQ ifridesidual had
not been playing at a lower level than their abifilicated.

9/15/06 Can a captain, administrator | A grievance involving eligibility can be filed ahgtime. That

file a self-rate grievance
against a player once he/she
has been dynamically
disqualified with 3 strikes?

being said, you cannot prevent a grievance fromgoiied.
However, once an individual has been dynamically
disqualified, the section does not have to go lzaxkconsider
a self-rate grievance that might impact the nundb@natches
reversed.

If the self-rate grievance was filed BEFORE th& s¥rike was
recorded or even as a result of the match produbimg’ strike,
you would have to process that grievance and tbiside of the
Grievance Committee could be to remove all matches.

F — NTRP DISQUALIFICATIONS




L:\RPG\2008 National Regulations\2008 Q A - Interpretations updated 8-1-07.doc Page 21 of 23

NTRP RATINGS

1/1/98 Who appoints local, area With the approval of the section association,callo
and section NTRP Review league may appoint a Local League NTRP Review
Committees? Committee. If a section association has area clarspips,
Updated the sec;ion a_ssociation may appoint Area League .
12/1/04 Championships NTRP Review Committees. Each Sectio

Association shall appoint a Section League Changhips
NTRP Review Committee.

See Regulation 3.04.C
Members for all these committees are to be apprbydte
Section League Coordinator

1/1/98 In an Early Start League Sections that begin league play prior to Jantarf/the
(before January®) what year in which they progress to the National Chamghips
happens to players when the | may adopt one of the followirtpree optionsn reference to
year-end ratings are published players who are found to have computer ratings lwplace
and they generate an above | them above the level at which they began to play:
level year-end rating?
Option 1: Players who are found to have valid computer
ratings after the appeal process that place thewesine
level at which they are competing will be movedhe next
level. Prior team matches played are valid

Option 2: Players who are found to have valid computer
ratings that place them above the level at whiely tre
competing may continue their participation at tleatl
UNLESS their year-end rating reaches the “cledogva
level mark.” If it does, they too must adjust @t new

level.

U Option 3. Players may continue their participation at

pdated ; -

2/1/07 the prior level through the conclusion of any eatiyrt
league in progress or until such other date agméaied by
the section. They will not be permitted to advatwany
championship level.

All players will be subject to disqualification all levels
through Section championships.

5/9/02 In local leagues where less Any player that has a computer rating wik ts

o11/07 tha_n% of the Iea_lgue has Only assign the designated start rate (based cRII_:NT

updated valid computer ratings do we | Computer Methodology) to those self-rated playerhe

assign all players a start rate?| specific flight within a local league that has less td&86
computer rated players.
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A\1”4

2/5/03 Can a section adjust a self- The section does not have the authority tmghan
rating before match play individual's personal selfating unless they personally reqy
begins? it. IF the player requests the change, Yes, usiagection’s

best judgment.

Rationale: There is nothing in the NTRP Computer
Methodology denying this ability. It speaks ondy'being
lowered upon request if two matches were seeneldwithe
next level down."

If USTA League Tennis has not provided a regulation
procedure that would dictate or prohibit a Secti@ttion,
they may handle as they see fit.

2/5/03 Can the section adjust ratings The section does not have the authority tomghan
of Mixed doubles players who| individuals personal self-rating unless they peadigirequest
do not produce a dynamic as a it.
result of exclusive mixed play? IF the player requests the change, Yes, ttigosecan,

using their best judgment.

We have no way of producing Mixed Dynamic Lifte
end of the league year. Current Methodology mtesino
means to establish their rating so again the seatiay handls
as they see fit on a case by case basis.

Where obvious abuse has occurred a Section
administrator may file a grievance.

4/24/03 What rating can | use when TennisLink only holds one NTRP rating at a time.
registering for a league? Players must use their most current rating on(lieit early

start dynamic or year-end) when registering for ieague.
Year-end computer ratings, established earlier tharusual
November date, within a given section ( exampleutBern)
must be used by that player in all Sections wherstering
for a league.

6/6/03 What year regulations and Sections will use the regulations and procesiur effect for
procedures are used to the year in which the rating will be used. Thimwd also apply
determine basis for appeal — | to Early Start Dynamic appeals. A published EatirtRlynamic
year under which the rating will replace the previous computer rating, inclggivational
was generated or year under | benchmarks.

;ritéf/:légd which the rating will be used? With NTRP ratings remaining in effect for upthree years,

any other Interpretation exposes players to a tndétiof possibl
rule differences.

Sections might also review and evaluate théRP appeal
deadline, opting to be more flexible as the subjectecisions
requiring discussion and evaluation have been rethovfavor
of an objective standard that must be followedeilayer is
either above or below the NTRP number allowing apfmebe

D
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granted.
8/25/03 What can you do when an Regulation 3.04A states an individual will be dialifiied if
individual self-rates low (3.5) and| they reach the disqualification level 3 times basedl|
fgg%id then starts play at a higher level | matche reported in the national database for Adult aeni@®
(4.0) that produces 3 strikes at the Divisions.
lower level? Do you have to wait| TennisLink will identify on the “At DQ” report amdividual
until they roster and play a match|tahat has acquired 3 strikes at his/her self-raggdllregardles
DQ them? of being rostered at that level on any team. TéaiSn will
notify the individual that a disqualification hasonirred at the
self-rate level and that the Section has adjusteglayer’s
self-rating. The individual must now participaiethat
adjusted self-rate level or higher. This is notNarRP
disqualification as the individual never participaiat that
level. It will be handled as an “appeal to mové rgmuested
by the section.
12/19/03  |Can a Dynamically disqualified | Yes. The year-end rating of a dynamically disdgaliplayer is

player appeal a Year-End Rating
and be granted the appeal if the f
Year-End NTRP number is withir
the .05 appeal guidelines (or mee
other established Methodology
guidelines that may apply?)

appealable. Methodology states the dynamic DQ'dduse that

DQ number or the year-end, whichever is highereittmer case

the individual would not be brought down to lesatlone level
tsabove the start/self rate that produced the disipasibn.

G — NTRP RATINGS



